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one or more of the causes for debar-
ment specified in this part. 

(e) Whether you have entered into an 
administrative agreement with a Fed-
eral agency or a State or local govern-
ment that is not governmentwide but 
is based on conduct similar to one or 
more of the causes for debarment spec-
ified in this part. 

(f) Whether and to what extent you 
planned, initiated, or carried out the 
wrongdoing. 

(g) Whether you have accepted re-
sponsibility for the wrongdoing and 
recognize the seriousness of the mis-
conduct that led to the cause for debar-
ment. 

(h) Whether you have paid or agreed 
to pay all criminal, civil and adminis-
trative liabilities for the improper ac-
tivity, including any investigative or 
administrative costs incurred by the 
government, and have made or agreed 
to make full restitution. 

(i) Whether you have cooperated fully 
with the government agencies during 
the investigation and any court or ad-
ministrative action. In determining the 
extent of cooperation, the debarring of-
ficial may consider when the coopera-
tion began and whether you disclosed 
all pertinent information known to 
you. 

(j) Whether the wrongdoing was per-
vasive within your organization. 

(k) The kind of positions held by the 
individuals involved in the wrongdoing. 

(l) Whether your organization took 
appropriate corrective action or reme-
dial measures, such as establishing eth-
ics training and implementing pro-
grams to prevent recurrence. 

(m) Whether your principals toler-
ated the offense. 

(n) Whether you brought the activity 
cited as a basis for the debarment to 
the attention of the appropriate gov-
ernment agency in a timely manner. 

(o) Whether you have fully inves-
tigated the circumstances surrounding 
the cause for debarment and, if so, 
made the result of the investigation 
available to the debarring official. 

(p) Whether you had effective stand-
ards of conduct and internal control 
systems in place at the time the ques-
tioned conduct occurred. 

(q) Whether you have taken appro-
priate disciplinary action against the 

individuals responsible for the activity 
which constitutes the cause for debar-
ment. 

(r) Whether you have had adequate 
time to eliminate the circumstances 
within your organization that led to 
the cause for the debarment. 

(s) Other factors that are appropriate 
to the circumstances of a particular 
case.

§ 3017.865 How long may my debar-
ment last? 

(a) If the debarring official decides to 
debar you, your period of debarment 
will be based on the seriousness of the 
cause(s) upon which your debarment is 
based. Generally, debarment should not 
exceed three years. However, if cir-
cumstances warrant, the debarring of-
ficial may impose a longer period of de-
barment. 

(b) In determining the period of de-
barment, the debarring official may 
consider the factors in § 3017.860. If a 
suspension has preceded your debar-
ment, the debarring official must con-
sider the time you were suspended. 

(c) If the debarment is for a violation 
of the provisions of the Drug-Free 
Workplace Act of 1988, your period of 
debarment may not exceed five years.

§ 3017.870 When do I know if the de-
barring official debars me? 

(a) The debarring official must make 
a written decision whether to debar 
within 45 days of closing the official 
record. The official record closes upon 
the debarring official’s receipt of final 
submissions, information and findings 
of fact, if any. The debarring official 
may extend that period for good cause. 
However, the record will remain open 
for the full 30 days, as called for in 
§ 3017.820, even when you make a sub-
mission before the 30 days expire. 

(b) The debarring official sends you 
written notice, pursuant to § 3017.615 
that the official decided, either— 

(1) Not to debar you; or 
(2) To debar you. In this event, the 

notice: 
(i) Refers to the Notice of Proposed 

Debarment; 
(ii) Specifies the reasons for your de-

barment; 
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(iii) States the period of your debar-
ment, including the effective dates; 
and 

(iv) Advises you that your debarment 
is effective for covered transactions 
and contracts that are subject to the 
Federal Acquisition Regulation (48 
CFR chapter 1), throughout the execu-
tive branch of the Federal Government 
unless an agency head or an authorized 
designee grants an exception. 

[68 FR 66544, 66563, Nov. 26, 2003, as amended 
at 68 FR 66565, Nov. 26, 2003]

§ 3017.875 May I ask the debarring of-
ficial to reconsider a decision to 
debar me? 

Yes, as a debarred person you may 
ask the debarring official to reconsider 
the debarment decision or to reduce 
the time period or scope of the debar-
ment. However, you must put your re-
quest in writing and support it with 
documentation.

§ 3017.880 What factors may influence 
the debarring official during recon-
sideration? 

The debarring official may reduce or 
terminate your debarment based on— 

(a) Newly discovered material evi-
dence; 

(b) A reversal of the conviction or 
civil judgment upon which your debar-
ment was based; 

(c) A bona fide change in ownership 
or management; 

(d) Elimination of other causes for 
which the debarment was imposed; or 

(e) Other reasons the debarring offi-
cial finds appropriate.

§ 3017.885 May the debarring official 
extend a debarment? 

(a) Yes, the debarring official may 
extend a debarment for an additional 
period, if that official determines that 
an extension is necessary to protect 
the public interest. 

(b) However, the debarring official 
may not extend a debarment solely on 
the basis of the facts and cir-
cumstances upon which the initial de-
barment action was based. 

(c) If the debarring official decides 
that a debarment for an additional pe-
riod is necessary, the debarring official 
must follow the applicable procedures 

in this subpart, and subpart F of this 
part, to extend the debarment.

§ 3017.890 How may I appeal my de-
barment? 

(a) You may file an appeal only after 
you have exhausted the option pro-
vided for in § 3017.815 to contest the de-
barment. You must file your appeal 
within 30 days of receiving the decision 
required by § 3017.870 and your filing 
must specify the basis of the appeal. 
You must submit your appeal in writ-
ing to the Hearing Clerk in the Office 
of Administrative Law Judges (OALJ), 
United States Department of Agri-
culture (USDA), Washington, DC 20250. 
The assigned appeals officer may va-
cate the decision of the debarring offi-
cial only if the officer determines that 
the decision is: 

(1) Not in accordance with law; 
(2) Not based on the applicable stand-

ard of evidence; or 
(3) Arbitrary and capricious and an 

abuse of discretion. 
(b) The appeals officer will base the 

decision solely on the administrative 
record. 

(c) Within 90 days of the date that 
you file your appeal with USDA’s 
OALJ Hearing Clerk, the appeals offi-
cer will give written notification of the 
decision to you and to the debarring of-
ficial who took the action being ap-
pealed. 

(d) The appeals officer’s decision is 
final and is not appealable within 
USDA. 

[68 FR 66565, Nov. 26, 2003]

Subpart I—Definitions

§ 3017.900 Adequate evidence. 

Adequate evidence means information 
sufficient to support the reasonable be-
lief that a particular act or omission 
has occurred.

§ 3017.905 Affiliate. 

Persons are affiliates of each other if, 
directly or indirectly, either one con-
trols or has the power to control the 
other or a third person controls or has 
the power to control both. The ways we 
use to determine control include, but 
are not limited to— 
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